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AI-genererat innehåll kan vara felaktigt.] Request for Member State Support for the Polar Connect Initiative 

Stockholm, 12 June 2026 

Dear Colleagues, 
As we prepare the proposal for Polar Connect Step 3, through the application for Connecting Europe Facility Call 5, we respectfully invite your continued support for this strategically important European initiative. Building on the strong cooperation during Polar Connect Step 2, we are now entering a phase where coordinated European action is essential to strengthen the resilience, sovereignty, and security of our shared digital infrastructure. 
Polar Connect Step 3 is the next stage in the continuous progression of the Polar Connect Initiative. It will advance efforts to realise the Polar Connect cable across the Central Arctic Ocean, focus on improving cross-border connectivity in Northern Europe, and provide greater network redundancy for the Nordic, Baltic and Central European regions. 
It will directly advances Europe’s strategic interests by improving secure connectivity, enhancing redundancy for Northern Europe, and ensuring that the Nordic region can serve as a stable, sovereign gateway linking Europe with North America and East Asia. 
The project is a key element of the EU’s Cable Project of European Interest (CPEI, Priority Area 2a), The Northern Route, and supports the long-term digital resilience of the EU and its neighbouring countries. 
The consortium brings together trusted European partners: 
· Coordinator: Swedish Research Council (SE) 
· Public partners: NORDUnet (DK), Swedish Polar Research Secretariat (SE), CSC (FI) 
· Private partners: GlobalConnect  

The Polar Connect Initiative also collaborates with other national and international organisations such as GÉANT Association (NL), Sikt (NO), National Institute of Informatics (JP), the Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority (AIDEA), and the Hokkaido Government.  
 
The project builds on a proven governance model. The Swedish Research Council has successfully coordinated the North Pole Fiber, Polar Connect Step 1, and Polar Connect Step 2 projects, all of which received exceptionally high evaluations from the European Commission. The same robust management and quality control structures will be applied in Polar Connect Step 3. 
We kindly request your continued support for Polar Connect Step 3, ensuring that Europe and its northern neighbours can jointly secure a resilient, futureproof digital corridor that strengthens our collective sovereignty and connectivity.  
As the Connecting Europe Facility Call 5’s deadline is scheduled on June 30, receiving your written support ahead of that deadline would be greatly appreciated. 
We remain at your disposal for further information and would welcome continued dialogue as the proposal develops. 
Best regards,  

The Polar Connect Initiative  
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